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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- if NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date pf this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

I) S Responsive to commuhication(s) filed on 05/13/04 . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1:4 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s), . is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 1^4 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 30 April 2001 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)IEI objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I) 13 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C, § 119 

12)n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f), 
a)nAII b)n Some * c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

S.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

An exannination of this application reveals that applicant is unfamiliar with 
patent prosecution procedure. While an inventor may prosecute the application, 
lack of skill in this field usually acts as a liability in affording the maximum 
protection for the invention disclosed. Applicant is advised to secure the services 
of a registered patent attorney or agent to prosecute the application, since the 
value of a patent is largely dependent upon skilled preparation and prosecution. 
The Office cannot aid in selecting an attorney or agent. 

A listing of registered patent attorneys and agents is available on the 
USPTO Internet web site http://www.uspto.gov in the Site Index under "Attorney 
and Agent Roster." Applicants may also obtain a list of registered patent 
attorneys and agents located in their area by writing to the Mail Stop OED, 
Director of the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office, PO Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 
22313-1450. 

Oa th/Declara tion 

1 . The oath/declaration is objected to because of the following stated 
reasons: 

• It does not state that the person making the oath or declaration believes 
the named inventor or inventors to be the original and first inventor or 
inventors of the subject matter which is claimed and for which a patent is 
sought. 
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• The specification to which the oath or declaration is directed has not been 
adequately identified. See MPEP § 602. 

• It does not state that the person making the oath or declaration has 
reviewed and understands the contents of the specification, including the 
claims, as amended by any amendment specifically referred to in the oath 
or declaration. 

• It does not state that the person making the oath or declaration 
acknowledges the duty to disclose to the Office all information known to 
the person to be material to patentability as defined in 37 CFR 1.56. 

• The clause regarding "willful false statements ..." required by 37 CFR 1.68 
has been omitted. 

• It does not identify the citizenship of the inventor. 

Drawings 

2. The following informality has been noted and requires correction in 
response to this Office Action. Since figures must be numbered 
separately, i.e. "Figure 1A," "Figure IB," etc. The drawings are objected to 
because no FIG numbers are shown in the drawing sheets. Corrected 
drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply 
to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. Any 
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amended replacement drawing sheet should. include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one 
figure is being amended, the figure or figure number of an amended 
drawing should not be labeled as "amended," If a drawing figure is to be 
canceled, the appropriate figure must be removed from the replacement 
sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must be renumbered 
and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may 
be necessary to show the renumbering of the remaining figures:' Each 
drawing sheet submitted after the filing date of an application must be 
labeled in the top margin as either "Replacement Sheet" or "Nevy Sheet" 
pursuant to 37 CFR 1.121(d). If the changes are not accepted by the 
examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings 
will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: since 
no FIG numbers are shown in the drawing sheets, the office do not know 
which figures are being described. Further, the brief description of the 
drawings are incomplete. Appropriate corrections are required. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

4. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or 
composition of matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent 
therefor, subject to the conditions and requirements of this title. 

5. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. All the recited steps in 
claims 1-4 appear to be directed to a computer software/program. 

Software, programnning, instructions or code not claimed as encoded on 
computer-readable media are descriptive material per se and are not statutory 
because they are not capable of causing functional change in a computer. When 
such descriptive material is recorded on some computer-readable medium it 
becomes structurally and functionally interrelated to the medium and will be 
statutory in most cases. 

Furthermore, software, programming, instructions or code not claimed as 
being computer executable are not statutory because they are not capable of 
causing functional change in a computer. In contrast, when a claimed computer- 
readable medium encoded with a computer program defines structural and 
functional interrelationships between the computer and the program, and the 
computer is capable of executing the program, allowing the program's 
functionality to be realized, the program will be statutory. 

Claims 1-4 are therefore rejected where there is no indication that the 
proposed software is recorded on computer-readable medium and/or capable of 
execution by a computer. Examiner suggests that the applicant incorporate into 
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Claims 1-4 language that the proposed software is recorded on computer- 
readable medium and capable of execution by a computer to overcome this 
rejection. Correction required. See MPEP § 2106 [R-2]. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described 
as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to 
be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been 
obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which 
said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103 as being unpatentable over 
applicant's disclosure (see background of the invention). The applicant 
discloses that "The Invention pertains the field of endeavor of the 
solicitation, processing, approval, and extension of credit to qualified loan 
applicants. The Invention allows these processes, traditionally conducted 
with ink and paper, to be conducted electronically by means of the 
Internet, the World Wide Web, wireless and other telecommunications 
systems" (see background of the invention, paragraph 0001). The 
application also discloses that "The Invention presents a means by which 
a particular paper process-the processing of loans and mortgage loans- 
may be conducted entirely or in part in digital or electronic form using any 
of a number of telecommunications technologies in an environment that is 
technologically secure and legally private and reliable" (see background of 
the invention, paragraph 0003). Thus, It was known at the time of the 
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invention that merely providing an automatic means to replace a manual 
activity (i.e., paper process) which accomplishes the same result is not 
sufficient to distinguish over the prior art, In re Venner, 262 F.2d 91 , 1 20 
USPQ 193, 194 (CCPA 1958). In other words, there is no enhancement 
found in the claimed step other than the known advantage of increased 
speed/cost-effective safeguards/data integrity and reliability. The end 
result is the same as compared to the manual method (i.e., ink and paper 
process). It would have- been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention to automate the step of solicitation, processing, 
approval, and extension of credit to qualified loan applicants because this 
would speed up the determining step and preserve security of data 
transmissions which is purely known and expected result from automation 
of what is known in the art. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to OJO O. OYEBISI whose telephone number is 
(571) 272-8298. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30A.M-5:30P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner^s supervisor, HYUNG S. SOUGH can be reached on (571)272-6799. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from 
the Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information 
for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public 
PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available through 
Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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